[The orientation of the enamel prisms at the enamel surface].
The angulation that prisms obtain with the surface in human permanent teeth was analysed on broken enamel by means of the scanning electron microscope. In the cervical region the prisms end nearly perpendicular towards the surface, while the angle becomes more and more acute towards the occlusal region of the crown. In the cuspal area the deviation from the perpendicular direction of the prisms approaches 70 degrees. The size discrepancy between the inner and the outer surface of the enamel mantle can be explained by the more or less angulated position of the prisms.